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 Summer Reading Recommendations 2007

1. Walk Two Moons- Sharon Creech

Thirteen-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle's mother has disappeared. While tracing her steps on a car trip from Ohio to Idaho with her grandparents, Salamanca tells a story to pass the time about a friend named Phoebe Winterbottom whose mother vanished and who received secret messages after her disappearance. One of them read, "Don't judge a man until you have walked two moons in his moccasins." Despite her father's warning that she is "fishing in the air," Salamanca hopes to bring her home. By drawing strength from her Native American ancestry, she is able to face the truth about her mother. Walk Two Moons won the 1995 Newbery Medal.
2. Shakespeare’s Secret- Elise Broach

When Hero starts sixth grade at a new school, she’s less concerned about the literary origins of her Shakespearean name than about the teasing she’s sure to suffer because of it.  But that’s just the thing; suddenly connections are cropping up all over. There’s a million-dollar diamond hidden in her new house, a curious woman next door, and then Shakespeare.  Hero is determined to figure out the mysteries behind her name and her existence. 
3. Holes- Louis Sachar

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse that began with his no-good great-great grandfather Yelnat.  Now Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build character by spending all day, every day, digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet deep. The boys are digging holes because the warden is looking for something, but what??? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and humorous tale of crime, punishment and redemption.  
4. Hoot- Carl Hiaasen
Roy Eberhardt is the new kid--again. This time around it's Trace Middle School in humid Coconut Grove, Florida. But it's still the same old routine: table by himself at lunch, no real friends, and thick-headed bullies like Dana Matherson pushing him around. But if it wasn't for Dana Matherson mashing his face against the school bus window that one day, he might never have seen the tow-headed running boy. And if he had never seen the running boy, he might never have met tall, tough, bully-beating Beatrice. And if he had never met Beatrice, he might never have discovered the burrowing owls living in the lot on the corner of East Oriole Avenue. And if he had never discovered the owls, he probably would have missed out on the adventure of a lifetime. Apparently, bullies do serve a greater purpose in the scope of the universe. Because if it wasn't for Dana Matherson...
5. Crispin- Avi

“Asta’s son” is all he’s ever been called. The lack of name is appropriate  because he and his mother are but poor peasant in fourteenth-century medieval England.  This little boy who thought he had little to lose soon finds himself with even less- no home, family or possessions. Accused of a crime he didn’t commit, he has been declared a “wolf’s head.” That means he may be killed on sight, by anyone.  If he wishes to remain alive, he must flee his tiny village.  Why are his enemies so determined to kill him?
6. Among the Hidden- Margaret Peterson Haddix

Luke has never been to school. He’s never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend’s house for an overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a friend.  Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population Police. He’s lived his entire life in hiding, and now, with a new housing development replacing the woods next to his family’s farm, he’s no longer even allowed outside.  Then, one day Luke sees a girl’s face. Is Luke willing to risk his life to come out of the shadows? Can he afford not to?

7. The Golden Compass- Philip Pullman

It was no ordinary life for a young girl: living among scholars and tearing unsupervised through motley streets on quests for adventure.  But Lyra’s greatest adventure would begin closer to home the day she heard the hushed talk of an extraordinary particle. Microscopic in size, the magical Dust-found only in the vast Arctic expanse of the North- was rumored to possess profound properties that could unite whole universes.  But there were those who feared the particle and would stop and nothing to destroy it.  Catapulted into the heart of a terrible struggle, Lyra was forced to seek aid from clans, gyptians, and formidable armored bears, and as she journeyed into unbelievable danger, she had not the faintest clue that she alone was destined to win, or to lose, this more-than-mortal battle…
8. The Lightning Thief- Rick Riordan
The escapades of the Greek gods and heroes get a fresh spin in the first book in the Percy Jackson and the Olympians series, about a contemporary 12-year-old New Yorker who learns he's a demigod. Perseus, aka Percy Jackson, thinks he has big problems. His father left before he was born, he's been kicked out of six schools in six years, he's dyslexic, and he has ADHD. What a surprise when he finds out that that's only the tip of the iceberg: he vaporizes his pre-algebra teacher, learns his best friend is a satyr, and is almost killed by a minotaur before his mother manages to get him to the safety of Camp Half-Blood--where he discovers that Poseidon is his father. But that's a problem, too. Poseidon has been accused of stealing Zeus' lightning bolt, and unless Percy can return the bolt, humankind is doomed. Riordan's fast-paced adventure is fresh, dangerous, and funny. Percy is an appealing, but reluctant hero, the modernized gods are hilarious, and the parallels to Harry Potter are frequent and obvious.
9. Becoming Naomi Leon- Pam Munoz Ryan
Naomi Soledad Leon Outlaw has a lot to deal with-like having the “funniest last name in the universe,” for one.  Then there are her clothes (sewn in polyester by Gram), her difficulty speaking up, and her status at school as “nobody special.”  But according to Gram, most problems can be overcome with positive thinking.  Luckily, with Gram and her little brother, Owen, life at Avocado Acres Trailer Rancho is happy and peaceful.  That is, until Naomi and Owen’s mother reappears after seven years, stirring up lots of questions- and all sorts of trouble!  

10. Pictures of Hollis Woods- Patricia Reilly Giff

“A picture is worth a thousand words.” Perpetual foster child Hollis Woods longs for her life with the Regans- the one family who has offered her a home, but from whom she ran away- fixing each moment of her time with them in pictures that she will never forget.
*******************************************************************

Newberry Award Winners and Honors

2008 Medal Winner- Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a Medieval Village 
In “Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a Medieval Village,” thirteenth-century England springs to life using 21 dramatic individual narratives that introduce young inhabitants of village and manor; from Hugo, the lord's nephew, to Nelly, the sniggler. Schlitz's elegant monologues and dialogues draw back the curtain on the period, revealing character and relationships, hinting at stories untold. Explanatory interludes add information and round out this historical and theatrical presentation.

“Schlitz adds a new dimension to books for young readers - performance,” said Committee Chair Nina Lindsay. “Varied poetic forms and styles offer humor, pathos and true insight into the human condition. Each entry is superb in itself, and together the pieces create a pageant that transports readers to a different time and place.”
2008 Honor Books
· Elijah of Buxton-  Christopher Paul Curtis 
· The Wednesday Wars- Gary D. Schmidt  
· Feathers – Jacqueline Woodson

