Summer Reading Sample 
Student:  Sarah Broas  
Title of Book:  Gifts from the Sea
Author:  Natalie Kinsey-Warnock 
Number of Pages:  112

Summary:  
	Aquila Jane MacKinnon lives with her father at Devil’s Rock Lighthouse.   Aquila’s father’s job is to tend to the lighthouse on this remote island off the coast of Maine.  When Aquila’s mother dies, the lonely twelve year old girl assumes the role of cook and housekeeper.  One day, after a ship goes down, she finds two small mattresses tied together.  Inside is a baby.  They name the young girl Celia, which means “gift from the sea.”  Now Aquila has to more work more than ever, but the young girl, Celia, brings life to the island, even giving some joy to Aquila’s grieving father.  
	Celia, Aquila, and Papa enjoy life together as a family until a woman arrives named Margaret. Margaret came to the island to say goodbye to her sister who died in a shipwreck two years prior.  Aquila and Papa quickly realize that she is Celia’s aunt.  Aquila is torn between hating the stranger who may take the child away, and loving her for the friendship and love that she brings.  Margaret and Papa develop a strong relationship and fall in love, therefore bringing Papa love and happiness again.  In the end, Papa and Margaret marry and the family stays on the island.  However, Margaret brings Celia and Aquila into Maine to visit shops and stores, and it begins to open a whole new world for Aquila.  

Evaluation:  
	I really enjoyed reading this book.  The chapters were very short, so I read it very quickly because I was eager to find out what would happen to the characters.  I thought that the author did an excellent job of showing how lonely Aquila was when her mother died.  When Celia came, I liked that the author showed how Papa and Aquila found new life in the little girl. They all seemed happy. The themes of loneliness yet hope were realistic and interesting to read. I loved the end when Papa proposed to Margaret, because I was hoping that Margaret wouldn’t take Celia away from the family.   I would recommend this book to young girls or boys that like to read about relationships and feelings.  There isn’t a lot of action in the book, but the author keeps the reader engaged throughout the book.  
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