Name:  _____________________________________ Date: ___________________________________
Fourth Quarter Independent Reading 
Purpose:  
· Using technology in a safe way, students will read a chosen book and respond in writing about the book with their peers.  
· Students will engage in online ‘book talks’ where they will show understanding of reflection and skills practiced in reading throughout the year.  
· Students will practice the habit of independent nightly reading to prepare for seventh grade!  

DIRECTIONS:  
· Choose a group and a book to read by Tuesday, April 28, 2009
· Establish reading goals with your group using the attached calendar.  
· Read your pages to follow along with your group and fill out your nightly reading log
· Bring your reading log to reading class each day
· Review the sample response, criteria, questions and due dates
· Go online and discuss your goal pages with your group
· Go to www.sbroas.blogspot.com
· Click on the book name (not the picture)
· Scroll down to “Post a Comment” 
· Leave your comment 
· Click where it says “Comment As” and find “Name/URL”  
· Type in YOUR FIRST NAME AND LAST INITIAL ONLY
· Ryan W.
· Emma L.  
· Leave “URL” blank 
· Press “Post Comment”
· The computer will say “Your comment will be visible after approval.”  
· You are safe to LOG OFF.
· Check back to see if your comment was approved! 
· Continue reading for your next blog 
Grading:  
· See attached BLOG rubric filled out 5 times (one per due date/submission)
· Reading Log will be checked daily as a HW grade in class 
Due Dates:  
· Tuesday, April 28, 2009- Book Chosen
· Thursday, April 30, 2009-  First BLOG due
· Tuesday, May 5, 2009- Response BLOG due 
· Wednesday, May 6, 2009- (New or Response) BLOG due
· ONE ADDITIONAL BLOG POST NECESSARY AT YOUR TIME DISCRETION (BY 5/8/09) to earn a grade over 80% 
· Friday, May 8, 2009-  Final (New or Response) BLOG due 
Requirements for a NEW BLOG entry:  
· Must be at least 4-6 sentences 
· Response must be free of spelling/grammar errors 
· Show your thinking and your use of the reading strategies
· Explain your thoughts 
· Cite evidence and specific examples from the text
	SAMPLE:  I just finished reading through Chapter 4, “A Present for James”, of Masterpiece by Elise Broach.  I absolutely love how the author is telling this story through the point of view of a beetle.  It’s really making me think about what life is like for other creatures in my house like spiders, beetles, ants, or flies.   I noticed that the author starts the story with a description of a setting, like we’ve been practicing in writing class.  Marvin, the main character, lives in a “damp, corner of the cupboard beneath the kitchen sink.” This helped me figure out right away that the story was following an animal because humans are too big to live under kitchen sinks.  I can imagine that life is very lonely and scary when you are so small in such a large world, but Marvin is a special beetle.  It’s so interesting how the author gives the beetle human characteristics.  Do you think that beetles feel the same way that humans do?  Do you think they care about their families like Marvin’s family cares about him?  I love reading about characters that are different from me, and I predict that James and Marvin end up having a great relationship.     I can’t wait to read on tonight!  
        



Requirements for a RESPONSE BLOG entry:  
· Must be at least 4-6 sentences 
· Response must be free of spelling/grammar errors 
· Respond to another person’s blog
· It should be clear whose writing you are responding to
· Your response must be reflective and appropriate
· Show your thinking and your use of the reading strategies
· Explain your thoughts 
· Cite evidence and specific examples from the text
	SAMPLE:  Sarah, I totally agree with you when you said, “It’s so interesting how the author gives the beetle human characteristics.” I’ve never thought that animals have human feelings. I don’t think that they do, so I wonder why the author chose a beetle as the main character. I think the beetle is symbolizing an odd relationship or friendship between two characters that can help each other.  Marvin wants to help James and be his friend.  James misses his dad, and since James feels a lot of pressure to use the ink set that his dad bought for him,  Marvin decides to draw the picture with the ink for James.  This starts a friendship between two characters.  I am only thirty-five pages into the book, yet I feel Iike I really know the characters.  The author does a fantastic job of describing the characters, and I can picture them separately and together.  Neither James nor Marvin feel like their families understand them, and they turn to each other for friendship.  I bet their friendship turns out to be great!   
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